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S. Rep. No. 177, 53d Cong., 2nd Sess. (1894)
53D CONGRESS, ·} 
2d -Session. · 
SENATE. · { 
REPORT 
No. 177, 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
JANUARY 24:, 1894.-0rdered to be printed. 
Mr. S['EWART, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted the 
following . 
REPORT: 
[To accompany S. 99.] 
The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
99) to secure the relinquishment of the Indian title to a portion of the 
Pyramid Lake Reservation in Nevada, and to the entire Walker River 
Reservation, in said State, and for other purposes, having considered 
the same, submit the following report: 
The bill is an exact copy of a bill prepared by the Indian Depart. 
ment and approved by the Secretary of the Interior at the second ses-
sion of the Fifty-second Congress. At the commencement of the Fifty-
third Congress the bill was again referred to the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs and again approved by him and the Secretary of tlte 
Interior. 
There are two Indian reservations in western Nevada for the Pah-
Ute tribe of Indians. These reservations are about 40 miles apart: One 
at Walker Lake and the lower section of Walker River, emptying into 
the lake; the other at Pyramid Lake and on the Truckee River empty-
ing into that lake. Agriculture on these reservations can only be 
prosecuted by irrigation, which involves considerable expense to obtain 
water for that purpose. It would be a waste of money for the Govern-
ment to undertake the irrigation work for both reservations. There is 
an abundance of land on either reservation for the Indians, if furnished 
with water. Pyramid Lake Reservation is the better for all purposes. 
The supply of water from the Truckee River is sufficient and reliable. 
There is more difficulty on the Walker River on account of the use of 
the water above by farmers, which would deprive the Indians of water 
at every dry season, even if irrigation works were constructed. 
It is proposed to abandon and sell the Walker River Reservation, 
consisting of 318,815 acres of land, to homestead settlers at $1.25 per 
acre, except the improved portion, which is to be disposed of under the 
law providiug for the disposal of abandoned military reservations. It 
is also proposed to abandon the southern part of Pyramid Lake Reserva-
tion, which includes the town of Wadsworth and surrounding lands. 
An iITigating canal, which has been surveyed, is to be constructed at 
an estimated cost of $125,000. The proposed canal takes the water 
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from the Truckee River, which will furnish an ample supply, and will 
irrigate about 14,500 acres of land on the abandoned portion of the 
reservation. This land, with the water right, is to be sold to actual 
settlers for $10 an acre. The canal will also irrigate about 17,500 
acres of land inside of tbe reservation for the use of the Indians. 
About 10,500 acres of this land is situated on the west side, and about 
7,000 acres on the east side of the river, near Pyramid Lake, where the 
Indians reside. 
There are on Walker River Reservation about 500 Indians, and on 
Pyramid Lake Reservation about the same number. These Indians 
belong to the same tribe, and the land on Pyramid Lake Reservation 
to be irrigated by the proposed canal will be amply sufficient for all of 
them. It is many times more than the irrigable land that they now 
have on both reservations. 
The climate on Pyramid Lake Reservation near the lake is most 
delightful, and the soil produces all the fruits, cereals, and vegetables 
of the temperate zone. There are two lakes which join each other at 
the mouth of the river, and include a large peninsula of excellent_ graz-
. ing land. It is proposed to ex.tend the reservation so as to tak_e m t~e 
entire peninsula, anrl to build a fence from lake to lake, which ~ll 
make a complete inclosure a,nd furnish a range for all the stock which 
the Indians now have or may hereafter acquire. The inclosure is nec-
essary to keep the horses and cattle of the Indians separate from those 
of the settlers. The mingling of such stock has always been a source 
of trouble. 
In addition to constructing the main ditch, it will be necessar~ to 
construct lateral ditches and furnish the Indians with stock, farmmg 
implements, and other needed things for the cultivation of their land. 
Two hundred and fifty thousand dollars is appropriated in this bill for 
those purposes, which money is to be repaid to the United States out 
of the sales of the lands which the Indians surrender; and the balance 
of the proceeds from such sales is to be held in the Treasury as a trust 
fund for the benefit of the Indians. This is the plan of the Depart-
ment, as will appear by the letters of Commissioner Morgan and Sec-
retary Noble, who prepared and submitted the bill, and also by ~he 
letters of Commissioner Browning and Secretary Smith, all of which 
are hereto attached and made a part of this report. 
Your committee report back the bill favorably, and recommend that 
it be pa ed. 
The letters from the Department are a follows: 
JOIIN W. NOBLE, 
Sec:retary. 
on Indian .iiff aira, Unit d tates Senate. 
PYRAMID LAKE RESERVATION. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washingto·n., July 9, 1892, 
3 
Srn: I am in receipt, by Department reference for report, of a communication 
dated May 30, 1892, from Senator H. L. Davyes, inclosing therewith Senate bill No. 
1794, Fifty-second Congress, :first session, to ratify and confirm an agreement with 
the Pah-Ute tribe or band of Indians on the Pyramid Lake Indian Reservation in 
Nevada, and for other purposes, and the amendment thereto intended to be proposed 
by Senator Stewart. 
Senator Dawes stat-es that the Senate CommHtee on Indian Affairs desires the 
views of this Department as to the provisions contained in tbe amendment referred to. 
Upon this subject I have the honor to state that Senator Stewart recently advised 
th~s office informally that he thought it best to abandon the legislation proposed in the 
said amendment to authorize the appointment of 3 commissioners for tlie pur-
pose of entering into negotiations and agreement with the Pah-Ute Indians residing 
upon Pyramid Lake and Walker River reservations, for the purpose of procuring 
the relinquishment of the Indian title to the entire ,valker River Reservation and to 
such lands of the Pyramid Lake Reservation as lie to the west and north uf Pyramid 
Lake, and to declare instead thereof, by Congressional action, the lands embraced 
within said Walker River Reservation· and such of the Pyramid La,ke Reservation 
as above described vacated ancl restored to the pnblic domain1 paying therefor, how-
ever, not to exceed a certain rate per acre and obtaining the acceptance of and con-
sent to the same in proper manuer hy the Indians. 
The Senator suggested that the said Senate bill to ratify and confirm the agree-
ment concluded with the Indians of the Pyramid Lake Reservation October 17, 1891, 
be so amended, and that the other provisions contained in his amendment as pro-
posed be also added thereto. 
Upon careful examination of the said bill and the proposed amendments, which 
are really of more importance than the bill itself, it is found that it wonhl be neces-
sary to modify and change each article of the agreement and to add thereto a nnm-
ber of secfaons, and that to adopt such course would not only involve much labor, 
but perhaps lead to confusion and doubt in construing the provisions of the same 
should it become a law. 
Jlaving given the matter very careful consideration, and after several interviews 
with Senator Stewart, ·of Nevada, who is thoroughly familiar with the subject, I 
have deemed it best to submit, in lieu of the said Senate bill and the amendment 
proposed, the inclosed draft of a bill, with the recommendation that the same, if it 
m~ets with your approval, be transmitted to the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, 
with request that it be made a substitute for said Senate bill returned, and that copy 
of this repo:r_-t accompany the same, herewith inclosed for that purpose. 
The amendment referred to is herewith returned. 
Senate bill No. 3220, for the relief of the heirs of Lloyd R. Welch, deceased, 
accompanying Senator Dawes's said letter, will form the subject of another report at 
an early d~te, with which that letter and the other inclosures thereof will be 
returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
The SECRlr.TAl'tY OF THE INTERIOR. 
T. J. MORGAN, 
Commissioner. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, Septmnber 2.'2, 1893 . 
. Srn: I _have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 7th 
mstant, rnclosing for opinion S. 99, "To 1:1ocure the relinquishment of the Indian title 
to_ a portion of the Pyramid Lake Reservation, Nevada, and to the entire Walker 
River R ervation, in said State, and for other purposes." 
In re~ly thereto I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a communication 
of 20th 111 tant from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs on the subject to whom the 
matter wa referred. 
The views of the Commissioner are concurred in by this Department. 
Very respectfully, 
The CHAIRMAN COMMITTEE ON INDIA AI?FAIRS, 
United States Senate. 
S,Rep.1-~~ 
WM. H. SIMS, 
Acting Secretary. 
PYRAMID LAKE RESERVATION. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., September 20, 1893. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by Department reference for 
report, of a communication dated Septeml)er 7, 1893, from Hon. James K. Jones, 
chairman of the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, inclosing therewith Senate bill 
No. 99, Fifty-third Congress, first session," To secure the relinquishment of the Indian 
title to a portion of tho Pyramid Lake Indian Reservation in Nevada, and to tho entire 
Walker River Reservation in said State, and for other purposes," upon which the 
Senator requests the opinion of this Department. 
Upon this subject I have the honor to state that this office received, by Department 
reference for report, a communication dated May 30, 1892, from Hon. H. L. Da,wes, then 
chairman of the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, with which was inclosed Senate 
bill No. 1794, Fifty-second Congress, :first session, to ratify and confirm an agreement 
concluded October 17, 1891, with the Pah-Ute tribe or band of Indians on the Pyra-
mid Lake Indian Reservation in Nevada, and for other purposes, and al.so the amend-
ments thereto intended to be proposed by Senator Stewart. 
The Senate Committee on Indian .Affairs desired the views of this Department as 
to the provisions contained in the amendments referred to. In relation to tbe pro-
posed amendment, Senator Stewart advised this office informally that he thought 
tt best to abandon the legislation proposed therein to authorize the appointment of 
three commissioners for the purpose of entering into negotiatious an<l agreement 
with the Pah-Ute Indians residing upon Pyramid Lake and Walker River reserva-
tions for the purpose of procuring the relinquishment of the Indian title to the 
entire Walker River Reservation, and to such lands of the Pyramid Lake Reserva-
tion as lie to the west and north of Pyramid Lake, and to declare instead thereof 
by Congressional action the Jandti embraced within said Walker River Reservation, 
and such of the lands of the Pyramid Lake Reservation as above described vacated 
and restored to the public domain, paying therefor, however, not to exceed a cer-
tain rate per acre and obtaining the acceptance of and consent to the same in 
proper manner by the Indians. 
On July 9, 1892, the facts as above set forth were laid before the Department with 
the statement that upon careful examination of said bill (Senate No. 1794, Fifty-
second Congress, :first session) and the proposed amendments, whi0h were really of 
more importance than the bill itself, it was found that it would he necessary to 
modify and change each article of the agreement and add thereto a nnmber of sec-
tions, and that to adopt such a course would not only involve much labor but perhaps 
lead to confusion and doubt in construing the provisions of the same shonld it become 
a law; and that having given the matter very careful consideration, and aifter sever:11 
interviews by the office with Senator Stewart, of Nevada, who is thoroughly familiar 
with the subject, it was deemed best to submit in lieu of the said Senate bill and the 
proposed amendments the draft of another bill with the recommendation that the 
same, should it meet with the approval of the Department, be transmitted to the 
Senate Committee on Indian .Affairs with request that it be made a substitute for 
the last-named Senate bill, together with the amendments proposed thereto. 
I have caused the inclosed bill to be carefully compared with tb.e draft of the 
bill prepared by this office, as above indicated, and find that the same is an exact 
copy thereof. 
Having given the provisions of the inclosed bill due consideration, I can see no 
r eason for modifying or changing the recommendation heretofore made by this office 
in relation thereto. 
I therefore have the honor to return the bill (S. 99), with the recommendation 
that the a.me be enact d into a law. I return herewith also Senator J ones's letter 
and in lose copy of this report. 
ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
The SECRETARY OF TB.E INTERIOR. 
0 
D. M. BROWNING, 
Comrnissioner. 
